
Recent events, notably the national con-
troversy over evolution in the classroom, 
point to a growing skepticism of science 
among the public.  Public scandals con-
cerning drug safety and efficacy, such as 
the use of antidepressants in children 
and the Vioxx case, have only made the 
problem worse.  

Why has there been an erosion of pub-
lic trust in science?  And what can and 
should scientists, policy makers, and sci-
ence educators do about it?
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